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all families’ connections. As we gather with 
our families this Thanksgiving, let us remem-
ber the special connections that help our fami-
lies thrive and encourage one another, our 
neighbors, our businesses, and our organiza-
tions to reach out to families in new ways and 
honor the special gifts each can bring to our 
communities and to one another.

f 
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, it 
is with great pride and respect that I rise today 
to bring to your attention, and to the attention 
of the House, the outstanding work and com-
mitment of Rev. Dr. Wallace Hartsfield for 
more than 50 years of preaching to church 
congregations, serving the last 37 years as 
pastor of the Metropolitan Missionary Baptist 
Church in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Reverend Hartsfield was born in Atlanta, 
Georgia, November 13, 1929. He was an only 
child, raised by his mother, Ruby Morrissatte. 
After a 3-year tour of duty in the United States 
Army, he attended Clark College in Atlanta 
and in 1954 he received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Clark College. He received a 
Master of Divinity degree from Gammon Theo-
logical Seminary in Atlanta in 1957. His first 
pastorate was at a Baptist church in Pickens, 
South Carolina. 

Reverend Hartsfield is a former chairman of 
the Congress of National Black Churches, 
which represents 65,000 churches and 20 mil-
lion members. Reverend Hartsfield is also the 
former chairman of the Economic Develop-
ment Commission of the National Baptist Con-
vention of America, Inc.; second vice president 
of the National Baptist Convention of America, 
Inc.; president of the Greater Kansas City 
Chapter of Operation PUSH; and an adjunct 
professor of the Central Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City, Kansas. Reverend 
Hartsfield is married to Matilda Hopkins and 
on August 28 of this year they celebrated their 
46th wedding anniversary. Reverend and Mrs. 
Hartsfield are the proud parents of four won-
derful children: Pamela Faith, Danise Hope, 
Ruby Love, and Wallace S. Hartsfield II. 

I have known Reverend Hartsfield over the 
years through his extensive involvement in the 
community. He has been a leader in many 
worthwhile causes and a wonderful role model 
for our city’s youth and young adults.

His leadership was invaluable in redevel-
oping a blighted part of Kansas City when he 
led the Baptist Ministers’ Union of Kansas City 
in their efforts to demolish the old St. Joseph’s 
Hospital and replace it with a much needed 
new shopping center, the Linwood Shopping 
Center. Residents of the city’s central core 
had to travel some distances to buy groceries, 
drop off dry cleaning, or to have a prescription 
filled before the new development became a 
reality. Reverend Hartsfield successfully led 
the charge to secure sufficient investment cap-
ital for the project when resources for new de-
velopment in that area of the city were scarce. 

He also was instrumental in the construction 
of a low income 60 unit housing development 
known as Metropolitan Homes, in that same 
geographical area. He was involved in faith 
based initiatives long before it was on the na-
tional agenda. 

Reverend Hartsfield recently chaired the 
capital fund campaign to expand and update 
Kansas City’s Swope Parkway Health Center, 
which provides invaluable assistance to many 
people who could not otherwise afford or have 
access to quality, state of the art health care. 
Millions of dollars were raised and the new 
health center stands as a testament to the 
untiring efforts of committed and dedicated 
people like Reverend Hartsfield. 

Reverend Hartsfield has received numerous 
awards, among them the One Hundred Most 
Influential Award from the Kansas City Globe 
newspaper; the Greater Kansas City Image 
Award presented by the Urban League; the 
Minister of the Year Award from the Baptist 
Ministers Union of Kansas City; a Public Serv-
ice Award from the Ad Hoc Group Against 
Crime; the Role Model for Youth Award from 
Penn Valley Community College and the Com-
munity Service Award from Kansas City, Mis-
souri. 

Additionally, he was named ‘‘One of the Top 
50 Ministers in America;’ by Upscale maga-
zine of Atlanta, GA and he received an hon-
orary Doctor of Divinity degree from both 
Western Baptist Bible College in Kansas City 
and also from the Virginia Seminary and Col-
lege of Lyncher, VA. Further, Reverend 
Hartsfield is a member of the board of direc-
tors for the national organization of Operation 
PUSH, and the Morehouse School of Religion 
in Atlanta, GA, among others. 

This weekend in Kansas City, we are cele-
brating Reverend Hartsfield’s 37th anniversary 
as pastor at the Metropolitan Missionary Bap-
tist Church, and recognizing all of his critically 
important work and the leadership he has pro-
vided in the community for nearly four dec-
ades. Reverend Hartsfield loves people and 
he loves helping people. He has made a dif-
ference in the city he calls home, Kansas City, 
and we are proud to honor him as one of our 
outstanding citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me, the congrega-
tion of the Metropolitan Missionary Baptist 
Church, the family of Reverend Hartsfield, and 
the citizens of Kansas City, Missouri in con-
gratulating Reverend Hartsfield on his 37 
years of service to his church and many more 
years of service to his community.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I pay tribute today to Corporal Dusty 
Schulze of Craig, Colorado. Dusty is a police 
officer with the Craig Police Department, 
whose recent selflessness and courage in 
coming to the aid of his fellow Coloradans 
demonstrated tremendous heroism. I, along 
with the citizens of Colorado, am proud of 
Dusty’s extraordinary valor. It is appropriate to 
pay tribute to his actions before this body of 
Congress and this Nation. 

On September 17th of this year, Dusty re-
sponded to a fire in a Craig apartment build-
ing. Risking his own safety, Dusty entered the 
building directly below the fire to search for 
people stuck inside. When all of the tenants 
were out of the building, Dusty assisted the 
paramedics and firemen in administering med-
ical care to the injured. 

Dusty’s courageous and altruistic acts were 
no surprise to those who know him well. Dusty 
is a natural born leader and a brave and car-
ing police officer. His genuine concern for the 
citizens of Craig is unwavering, and his re-
markable actions that September day did not 
go unnoticed. The Craig City Council recently 
awarded Dusty a Meritorious Commendation, 
one of the highest honors a Craig Police Offi-
cer can receive. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored today to rise and 
pay tribute to Dusty Schulze, a man whose 
actions are the very essence of all that makes 
this country great. It is in times of tragedy that 
true heroes emerge, and I am proud to say 
that Dusty Schulze is a hero, not only to those 
he saved, but also to his community, state and 
nation. It is with a great deal of pride that I 
stand to honor him today.
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, one rea-
son I came to Congress is to make the federal 
government be a better partner to commu-
nities. One of the simplest ways to achieve 
that objective does not require new rules or 
regulations for local or state governments, and 
it does not require massive outlays of our 
budget driving us even deeper into deficit. The 
simplest answer is for the federal government 
to follow the same rules that all others must 
follow. 

To this end, I am reintroducing the Post Of-
fice Community Partnership Act. This bill out-
lines minimum community contact procedures 
that the United States Postal Service must 
pursue for any proposed closing, consolida-
tion, relocation, or construction of a post of-
fice. Simply put, the bill requires the Postal 
Service to comply with local zoning, planning, 
or other land use laws. 

This legislation has had the bipartisan sup-
port of the majority of the House of Represent-
atives. Once, it even passed the Senate only 
to become the victim of the politics of postal 
reform. In recent sessions there have been ef-
forts at more comprehensive legislation that all 
include some variation of this bill as an entice-
ment for passage. The pressure from our leg-
islation has in fact encouraged some within 
the Postal Service to make significant 
progress. I’ve met with members of the Board 
of Governors of the U.S. Postal Service, the 
Postal Rate Commissioners, and the National 
League of Postmasters, and they have made 
progress. There are outstanding examples of 
where they have worked with the local com-
munity to make the post office an integral part 
of a downtown or main street. 

It is time, however, to make this relationship 
something that every community can count on. 
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